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CC:tMITM13NTSTO MA3SHALL ISLANDERS

Note by the Secretary

The attached letter to the Secretary of the Interior, with

enclosures, is circulated for the information of the Commission.

—

W. B. McC09L

Secretary
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UNITED STATES
ATOMIC EhERGY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. --

June 8, 1955

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I am encloslng herewith a copy of a letter which I have
addressed to Assistant Secretary Or State David &lcKmKey*,
setting forth data concerning the fulfillmentof U.S. Government
commitments to the Marshall IslandeTs adversely affected by the
xuclear experirrientsin the Paclflc. A copy of the CommlaslontE
letter of December 2, 1954 to Secretary 12ulle8on th%s sub~ect
was fu?n~shed you.

Sincerely yours,

/0/

Chairman

Enclosure
Lkr from Strzuss to Key

The Honorable Douglas McKay
The Secretary of Inte~ior

‘Similar letter sent to Secretary of Defense.
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UNITED STATES
ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

June 8, ~955

Dear Mr, Key:

In your letter of May 2j 195~you ~gked the CommieSIOfito
advise the Department of State of any data additional to that
provided In our letter of December 2, 1954%-egarding steps taken
to fulfil the U. S. Governments commitments to the l,!arshall
Islanders adversely affected by the March 1, 1954 nuclear weapons
test In order that the U. S, Delegation to the Sixteenth Session
Of the U. N. Trusteeship Council can give a full and satisfactory
report on the subject.

AS Yo~ know, the Commissionts lette~ of December 2 to
Secretary Dunes outlined In some detail the status of several
major progr~s being undertwen to assist the Marshall 1s3enders.
Since tha~ time the Commission has constructed a radio trancnitter
and receiver on Uliga Island in Majuro Akoll and a r~~io ~r2~.s-
mitter and receiver, six family units and two storage buildirgs
St Jzbor Island in J21uit Atoll. It was also originally plarzed
to erect a radio transmitter ~d receiving stetion as well as
build z storage house and repair tw~ othei”son Kili Island. It
~iaslater determined by the High Cor.qissioner,however, that
there was no longer a need for a Kili rad!-oste.tion. Construction
and repair of the storage houses on Kili Islad xizsnot undertal:en
by the Commission because adverse weather conditions did not
permit landing of material and personnel on the Island, The
material for this construction was left on Jzluit, and we undez-
st~nflthat the Government of the Trust Territories now feels i])at
th?re ~:ouldbe definite advantages to having Kili ifizbit~ts
construct the buildings themselves.

In January 1955, the Corrnissionconducted a ra.diolo~ical
survey of Rongelap Island and examined soil sa,,ples,crabs,
shellfish and foodfish, and such edible flora as coconuts,
pan$anus and arrowroot. In our letter of !X?cember2, the
Comission skated it was our view that the reslduzl level of
radiczctivity would decay to insignific~ce allotiingthe ~sseitIe-
r.entOF the nztives cn the?r hc.m?island by !;2y1955. T.n:si-.2s
not been pczsible, ho~:ever,beczuse the shell?ish zwi cr,z”>s,
x’hlchconstitute an iriportantpart of the na~ivesi dzet, still
contain unsafe amounts of radioactivity. Furkhernore, the
northern islands of the Atoll are still sufficiently radioactive
so that persons living on them would rzceive radiation exposures
somewhat above those recommended by the Nztional Committee on
Radiation Protection and the International Canm.issionon Radio-
logical ProtectIon. I am attaching for your further information
on this point copies of letters exchanged by the Deputy High
Commissioner of the Trust Territories and the General I<amwer of
the Atomic ‘~ergy Commission.
Secretariat Notes: ‘Circulated as AEC 125 19.
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AS you know, the Commission has accepted the tiesponslbllity -’
for.periodically examining the Rongelap natives as a routine
precautionary measure. In March 1955 a second medical recheck
was conducted under the leadership of’ Dr. Eugene P. Cronkite Of
the ComtnissiontsBrookhaven National Laboratory, accompanied by
Lt. Cmdr. s~uel D. Mcpherson, ~ ophthalmologist presently on
duty at the Naval Medical Hospital at Bethesda, and Dr. Charles L. -
Dunham, Deputy Director of the Commissionfs Division of Biology
and Medicine. The survey team found that the Rongelaplans are
in excellent general health with the exception of a few individuals
suffering from chronic diseases which were present prior to
March 1, 1954 and unrelated to the fallout incident. All
individualistwhite blood counts fall within the normal range,
although the mean for the entire group fs somewhat below that of
the control population. All skin lesions have healed.
Dr. McPherson, at the request of the native ophthalmologist,
performed a number of cataract operations. None of the cataracts,
however, were related to the effects of the March 1, 1954 fallOUt.

It was also pointed out in our earlier letter that the
CO~iSSIOn, in cooperation with the Trust Territory and the
University of Hawaii, was investigating the possibility of
undertaking certain agricultural progrms to ii)creasefood
production for the Marshall Islanders, The Commission has
offered to Zsslst the Government of the Trust Territories in zny
way possible in researches directed toward crop improvement i~
the Marshall Islands, but, thus far, no specific request hzs been
received by the co~.~Lission fOr assistance.

For your information I am attaching a list of the major
categories of’expenciituresincurred by the Commission for the
various activities covered in %hls letter. In zdditlo~ to th~se,
we understand the Commander, Joint Task Force-7 will have expended

t
133,203 by June 30, 1955 for rehabilitation of the klarshallese,
50,365 of which-was reimbursed to the Commission for construction
of housing on Ejlt Island in the Majuro Atoll for the temporary
resettlement of the Rongelapians.

I hope the information set forth in this let%er will assist
the Department in preparing its report for presentation at the
Trusteeship Council this month.

I have tzken the liberty of sending co?ies of this letiter
to Secretary Vilson and Secretary 14cKay.

SlnceTely yours,

/s/

Lewis L. Strauss
C%2irman

Enclosures

Mr. David McK. Key
Assistant Secretary
Department of State
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AEC EXPEl~ITURES INCIDENT TO NATIVE REHABILITATION -
oPERATION CASTLE

1. September 1954 Medical Re-examination $9,840

2. January 1955 Radiological SuTveY 3,300

3* March 1955 Medical Re-examination 13,000 $26,140

4. Construction of Facllitiea on Uliga
and Jzbor Islands approximately $@@Q

Total expenses through June 30,
1955 (S.PP.) $EM,140
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